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ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICSECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS

What’s wrong with the world 
and how to fix it



David A. Schwerin Ph.D. www.consciousthinking.com
www.americanforests.org



David A. Schwerin Ph.D. www.consciousthinking.com
www.americanforests.org



David A. Schwerin Ph.D. www.consciousthinking.com

More than any time in history, 
humankind faces a crossroads. One 

path leads to despair and utter 
hopelessness, the other to total 

extinction. Let us pray that we have 
the wisdom to choose correctly.

Woody Allen
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CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONS FOR 
SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY

Limit substances removed from 
the Earth
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U.S. ECOLOGICAL U.S. ECOLOGICAL 
FOOTPRINTFOOTPRINT

5% of Earth’s population

25% of Earth’s natural resources

25% of global CO2 emissions 
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CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONS FOR 
SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY

Limit substances removed from 
the Earth

Limit persistent man-made 
substances
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CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONS FOR 
SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY

Limit substances removed from 
the Earth

Limit persistent man-made 
substances

Avoid degradation of ecosystem
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TRASH TALKTRASH TALK

Recycle

Reuse

Renew
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IS IT REAL?IS IT REAL? 
IS IT MEMOREX?IS IT MEMOREX?

Nike – old sneakers become tennis 
courts
Stonyfield Farms – yogurt cup 
becomes toothbrush
Unilever – plastic packaging becomes 
park benches
Norcal – turns food scrap into rich 
compost
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CONDITIONS FOR CONDITIONS FOR 
SUSTAINABILITYSUSTAINABILITY

Limit substances removed from 
the Earth

Limit persistent man-made 
substances

Avoid degradation of ecosystem

Meet basic human needs
from www.naturalstep.org
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INCOME INEQUALITY
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INCOME INEQUALITYINCOME INEQUALITY

High debt

Inadequate safety net

Social unrest

Terrorism
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CHINA:CHINA: 
POVERTY VS. POLLUTIONPOVERTY VS. POLLUTION

Goal
Reduce poverty

Minimize social unrest

Result
200mm reduction in poverty 

Toxic air

Polluted water

Rebalance priorities
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WHY PEOPLE MAKE WHY PEOPLE MAKE 
POOR CHOICESPOOR CHOICES

Beliefs determine choices 
Not enough for everyone  

Me against the world

One and done

More things = happiness

Distorted views of self interest
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COME TO YOUR SENSESCOME TO YOUR SENSES

Feel it

Smell it

Hear it

Taste it

See it
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SEEING

BELIEVING?

IS
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You 
environmentalists 

have to 
understand the 

destruction of the 
planet is the price 
we must pay for a 
healthy economy.
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EXPAND CONSCIOUSNESSEXPAND CONSCIOUSNESS

We can create what we need
We’re connected and 
interdependent
Everything we do has 
consequences
Happiness unrelated to more 
things
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ECONOMICS OF ECONOMICS OF 
HAPPINESSHAPPINESS

Happiness is
Basic

Relative

Inner
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A 
LESSON 
FROM 
GEESE  

A A 
LESSON LESSON 
FROM FROM 
GEESEGEESE

AUTHOR UNKNOWNAUTHOR UNKNOWN
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… people who share a common direction 
can get where they are going easier than 

those who try to go it alone. 

… people who share a common direction 
can get where they are going easier than 

those who try to go it alone.

Like geese…Like geese…



David A. Schwerin Ph.D. www.consciousthinking.com

When a goose gets tired, it 
returns to the formation and 

another goose flies at the point. 

Success depends on working 
as a team and sharing 

leadership. 

When a goose gets tired, it 
returns to the formation and 

another goose flies at the point.

Success depends on working 
as a team and sharing 

leadership.
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Geese in the rear honk to encourage 
those in front to speed up. 

Our “honking” should be encouraging. 
Otherwise it’s just - well - honking. 

Geese in the rear honk to encourage 
those in front to speed up. 

Our “honking” should be encouraging. 
Otherwise it’s just - well - honking.
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They stay with the unhealthy member of the flock 
until it is able to fly again or dies. 

They stay with the unhealthy member of the flock 
until it is able to fly again or dies.

When a goose gets sick or wounded, two other 
geese drop out of formation to help. 

When a goose gets sick or wounded, two other 
geese drop out of formation to help. 
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“Ask the beasts, and they will 
teach you; and the birds of the 

air, and they will tell you; or 
speak to the earth, and it will 
teach you; and the fish of the 

sea will explain to you. 

“Ask the beasts, and they will “Ask the beasts, and they will 
teach you; and the birds of the teach you; and the birds of the 

air, and they will tell you; or air, and they will tell you; or 
speak to the earth, and it will speak to the earth, and it will 
teach you; and the fish of the teach you; and the fish of the 

sea will explain to you.sea will explain to you.
JOB 12:7-9JOB 12:7-9
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Bad Bad 

Good Good 

Inevitable Inevitable 
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NATURAL RESOURCE NATURAL RESOURCE 
CONFLICTS ABOUNDCONFLICTS ABOUND

Business – exploits

Government – regulates 

Activists – limit use
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A CRITICAL MASS A CRITICAL MASS 
IS FORMINGIS FORMING



David A. Schwerin Ph.D. www.consciousthinking.com

4 EVER
4 EVER

4 EVER

EVOLUTIONARY SPIRAL
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USE EFFECTIVE INCENTIVESUSE EFFECTIVE INCENTIVES

Encourage user fees

Discourage subsidies
Energy

Agriculture

Flood plain insurance
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AA

MM

AA

wareware

odelodel

ctivistctivist
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AMA CHALLENGEAMA CHALLENGE
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Twenty Questions: Have you or do you now? 
 

1. Separate your waste and recycle it       ______________ 

2. Donate money for planting trees  (great gift idea)    ______________ 

3. Use recycled paper – towels, facial, toilet, office supplies   ______________ 

4. Use reverse side of paper when first side becomes scrap    ______________ 

5. Use energy saving light bulbs – 50% - 100%     ______________ 

6. Offset CO2 emissions generated by car, air travel, appliances  ______________ 

7. Recently purchased energy efficient fridge, heater, A/C, dryer  ______________ 

8. Drive a car that gets over 30 miles per gallon     ______________ 

9. Minimize use of grocery bags - buy minimally packaged goods  ______________ 

10. Donate time or money to environmental organizations    ______________ 

11. Communicate environmental views to political representatives  ______________ 

12. Support a large ($1.50 min.) tax on gallon of gasoline    ______________   

13. Tell politicians you support tax on amount trash disposed    ______________ 

14. Actively encourage others to minimize use of natural resources  ______________ 

15. Tell politicians you favor rising taxes to help poor    ______________ 

16. Actively boycott irresponsible companies      ______________ 

17. Actively patronize responsible companies      ______________ 

18. Buy household cleaners made from vegetable not fossil oil    ______________ 

19. Purchased water saving shower or toilet      ______________ 

20. Ask corporate exec to change specific environmental policy   ______________ 
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